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Section 0: Schedule 

DRAFT MASTER PLAN FOR GREATER IMPHAL – 2043 A.D. 

0.0 SCHEDULE 

0.1SITUATION AND AREA 

STATE : MANIPUR 
DISTRICT : IMPHAL EAST & WEST 

DISTRICT 
AREA FOR GREATER IMPHAL : 151.38 Sq.km. (Approx.) 
 

0.2 TOWNS/ VILLAGES INCLUDED IN THE MASTER PLAN FOR GREATER IMPHAL: 

The Master Plan for Greater Imphal covers the following villages of Imphal East Sub-Division 

and Imphal West Sub-Division in addition to the Imphal Municipal Area. 

Imphal East: Luwangsangbam, Asheiloklen,Matai, Achanbigei, Khabam, Lamlongei, Kontha Ahallup, 

Meitei Kairang, Konsam Leikai, Lairikyengbam Leikai, Laipham Siphai (Part), Khurai Sajor Leikai, 

Thongam Leikai,Laishram Leikai, Moirang Kampu, Bashikhong,Top Dusara (18),Laingampat, 

Ningthoubung, Khurai Chingambam Leikai, Khaidem Leikai, Kongkham Leikai(23), Porompat, Top 

Khongnangkhong, Top Naoriya, Kshetrigao, Naharup, Kongba Nongthomgbam Leikai, Ganga Pat, Keikhu 

Hao, Thangbrijao, Uchekon Khunou, Uchekon, Nandeibam Leikai, Khongman, Torban, Thongju, Kitna 

Pannung, Loumanbi, Wangkhei Loumanbi, Takhok Awang, Bamon Kampu, Machahal, Kiyamgei (68), 

Khomidok, Kairang Muslim, Lilong Hao, Heingang, Soibam Leikai (Part), Kongkham Leikai (Part), 

Takhok Makha, Keirao Makting, Kiyamgei (50), Kodompokpi (Part). 

 

Imphal West:Ghari, Langjing Achouba, Takyel Khongbal, Bijoy Govinda (Part), Lamjaotongba, 

Sagolband (Part), Sangaiprou(84), Langthabal Kunja (Part), Langthabal Mantrikhong, Meitram, Malom 

Tulihal, Malom Tuliyaima, Ningombam, Langthabal Lep, Mongsangei,Sangaiprou(45), 

Heinoukhongnembi, Naoriya Pakhanglakpa, Maibam Leikai, Sorokhaibam Leikai, Ahongshangbam 

Leikai, Oinam Thingel, Laiphrakpam Leikai, Naorem Leikai, Oinam Leikai, Changangei, Tabungkhok. 
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DESCRIPTON OF BOUNDARIES: 

North: Imphal River, village boundaries of Heingang and Kairang along the foothills, northern 

boundary of Khomidok, Laishram Leikai and Moirang Kampu village. 

East: Iril River. 

South: Southern boundaries of Keirao Makting, Takhok Pankha, Kiyamgei Pangal, Lilong Hao, Kiyamgei 

(western boundary), MU Campus, Langthabal Lep, Ningombam, Imphal Airport, road leading from 

south-eastern corner of Imphal Airport to Tiddim Road via Mekola Bazaar. 

West: Western boundaries of Meitram, Malom Tulihal, Malom Tuliyaima, Changangei, Tabungkhok, 

Langjing, Langol Hill upto Imphal river near Khonghampat. 
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Section 1: Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Imphal is the only Class I City in the State of Manipur and is the centre for cultural traditions, festivals, 

and commerce. Imphal Municipal Corporation, which is spread over an area of 34.75 Sqkm, has a total 

population of 2,68,243 as per Census 2011spread over East and West Imphal Districts. The Imphal 

Urban Agglomeration which also takes into account the fringe areas have a total population of 2, 77,196 

(Census 2011). The city of Imphal is located at the longitude 93.57o E and latitude 24.500N.  

The Greater Imphal region had a master plan prepared in 1994 for the horizon year of 2011 and a city 

development plan prepared under JNNURM to direct the growth of the city and its corresponding 

infrastructure requirements. This exercise of preparation of GIS Based Master Plan for Greater Imphal 

for horizon year 2043 will further enhance the development of the city and its surrounding areas and 

will aid in its functioning as the state capital and regional centre for administrative, social and cultural 

activities. 

1.2 Study Area 

Imphal is the capital city of Manipur situated at the centre of the valley region of the state. The valley 

area constitutes only 10% of the total area of the state (Population.com) whereas Imphal constitutes 

42.13% of the total urban population in Manipur (Census 2011). Imphal is connected with Myanmar in 

the east and Nagaland in the north by NH 39. NH 53 connects Imphal with Cachar district of Assam at 

the west meeting NH 39 at the city centre. Imphal is a low-rise low-density city.  

The literal meaning of ‘Imphal’ is collection of houses. The name is derived from two words i.e., Yum 

means house and phal means to gather. In consideration of the city’s natural beauty, George Evans and 

Anthony Brett- James in their book “Imphal” described it as ‘a flower on the lofty heights’. The 

importance of the city emerged right from the 1st Century A.D. with the appearance of Nongda Lairen 

Pakhangba as the Supreme Administrative Authority. The concept of capital city was an extension of the 

significance of Kangla which was the seat of political and military power of Ningthouja dynasty which 

was strongly supported by agricultural economy. 

A new shape of Imphal city as a social, cultural, political and religious centre was first formulated by 

King Khuiyoi Tompok, the successor of King Pakhangba. He drained out all the swampy areas of Imphal 

and transformed such areasinto cultivations. In addition to this, he also dredged the beds of major 

rivers in order to give a systematic flow of water. This work was continued by his successive rulers. 

Thus, Imphal became an important area for the development of economic and agricultural activities. 
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The economic activities of the Imphal City were tremendously strengthened during the reign of King 

Khagemeba with the opening of market facilities. Then, in course of time, more market facilities were 

opened at different places of Imphal whicheventually produced a remarkable positive economic impact 

to the State.  

The ‘British Reserve Area’ which comprised of areas of the erstwhile royal citadel and palace together 

with an area of 4.74square kilometres comprising of residences, market, and some portion of 

Thangmeiband and Khurai forms the nucleus of the modern Imphal town. The municipal 

administration of the area was supervised by British political agent. In the year 1907, when Churachand 

became the ruler of the State, the responsibilities of the administration were transferred to ‘Manipur 

State Durbar’. The outbreak of the Second World War had put Manipur into the communication map of 

the world. Modern amenities, mechanized transport, aeroplanes and all types of vehicles had come to 

Manipur. Since then, Imphal has undergone transformations with the introduction of modern facilities 

as process of modernization. 

The Municipal administration of Imphal is of recent origin. Traditional division of Imphal was into four 

quarters viz. Khwai, Khurai, Yaishkul and Wangkhei. In due course of time, the municipal services were 

first introduced in the ‘British Revenue Areas’ only and administere by the ‘Town Fund 

Committee’since 1915. But, Imphal was not yet officially declared as a town. The Census of India 1931 

described Imphal as “not a town in the strictest sense of the word but rather a collection of villages 

grouped around the palace of the ruler”. Till 1947, the British political agent with his committee of five 

members looked after the municipal services. During 1947-49, The Manipur State Council appointed a 

Committee with a civilian Chairman who carried on the municipal organization. Just after the 

integration into India, the Chief Secretary to the Government of Manipur was made the Ex-Officio 

Chairman of the Imphal Town Fund. 

In 1956, the Government of Manipur adopted the Assam Municipality Act, 1923 and the Town 

Committee was converted into Imphal Municipality in 1956 covering a municipal area of 

3.10junctionkilometres. During 1959-60 the municipal area was extended covering 17.5 

junctionkilometres. In 1972, the municipal area was divided into 26 wards. Now, Imphal municipal area 

is administered by Imphal Municipal Corporation.  

1.3 Review of the Greater Imphal Master Plan 2011 

1.3.1 Introduction 

To understand the present physical structure of the city, it is important to understand the past planning 

efforts for the Greater Imphal area. The Greater Imphal Master Plan of 2011 was published in the year 
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1994 to streamline the growth of the capital town of Manipur. Following sections contain reviews in 

terms of development strategies, urban form, issues and proposals. 

1.3.2 Development Strategiesas Envisaged in 1994 

The Master Plan for Greater Imphal 2011, focused on the spatial distribution of various functions, road 

network, community facilities and employment opportunities in the city. The city of Imphal hada mono-

centric development wherein the public activities are mostly concentrated in the centre and the 

existing radial roads converge at the central locationat the Kangla Western Gate. The guidelines in the 

master plan 2011were to improve the existing situation of the city and also to give a direction to the 

growth of city. 

The plan intended to decongest the central area by proposing a sub-city centre towards the south of the 

central area at the major nodal point on NH2. A new capital complex was proposed on the foothill of the 

Langol Hills to accommodate new Secretariat, High Court and other state level facilities. In recent times, 

there have been a few government construction projects undertaken in the Langol area. Also, there was 

a proposal for the expansion of the zoological garden in the area. Many recreation facilities including 

rowing, parks and playgrounds, improvement of natural reservoir, etc. were proposed in the Master 

Plan of 2011. 

1.3.3 Urban Form of Imphal as Envisaged in 1994 

The urban form of Imphal and the development pattern was guided by natural features like hills and 

rivers, etc. To achieve a rational and efficient physical structure of the city, the Greater Imphal Master 

Plan 2011 was formulated to achieve the future desired form and structure of the city. 

The development of the city was proposed to be majorly low rise,with transformation of rural character 

in some of the zones tourban character and higher density development at certainlocations of 

concentration (high-rise buildings) including at the central area. It was also proposed to maintain the 

vernacular character of the region and also to provide differentiated spaces for different activities in 

such a way to enforce the particular function to take place. The planning and design guideline of the city 

was proposed to establish a hierarchy of activities along with the interrelationship of building mass and 

open spaces. 

The master plan suggested the need for Imphal city to have a properly defined central area to cope with 

future demands. It also talked about regulating the haphazard growth in the immediate surroundings of 

the core area. The residential area was envisaged to have a low rise and low density development and 

the concentration of high rise buildings in the core area for the economic and visual impact of the place.  
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1.4Envisaged Institutional Framework in 1994 - Key Agencies 

The key agencies identified for implementation of theImphal Master Plan 2011 included: 

1. Town Planning Department, Govt. of Manipur 

2. Planning and Development Authority, Govt. of Manipur 

3. Imphal Municipal Corporation 

4. P.W.D., Govt. of Manipur 

5. P.H.E.D., Govt. of Manipur 

6. Department of Trade Commerce and Industries, Govt. of Manipur 

7. Department of Transport, Govt. of Manipur 

8. Manipur State Road Transport Corporation (MSRTC), Manipur 

9. Department of Agriculture, Govt. of Manipur 

10. Rural Development and Panchayati Raj Department, Govt. of Manipur 

11. SocialWelfare Department, Govt. of Manipur 

12. Department of Education, Govt. of Manipur 

13. Manipur State Power Company Ltd., Govt. of Manipur 

14. Department of Sericulture, Govt. of Manipur 

15. Forest Department, Govt. of Manipur 

16. Directorate of Settlement and Land Records, Govt. of Manipur 

1.5 Conclusion 

When observed now, one finds that many of the proposals made in the Imphal Master Plan 2011 for the 

horizon period of 1994 – 2011, did not fructify. One of the most prominent such case is the 

thenproposed intercity byepass. This proposal was intended to decongest the traffic from the core city 

area by diverting the inter-city traffic.The proposed sub- city centre towards the south of the central 

area at the major nodal point on NH2has come up with the High-court area and State Assembly as a 

part of capital complex area development. Also, the proposed relocation of the cantonment area from 

the Kangla Fort emerged as one of the key developments as thefort area is now a popular tourist 

destination. 

While largely, the development since 1994 in the planning area has followed the provisions of the 

Imphal Master Plan 2011, there is some non-fulfilment as well. 

Presently the times have changed and there are new needs, new planning paradigms and new 

aspirations of the citizens. The Greater Imphal Master Plan 2043 will serve the purpose of taking care of 

these new needs, with a different planning paradigm to meet the new aspirations of its citizenry. 
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Section 2: Goals, Methodology & Approach 

2.1 Introduction 

The main purpose of the master plan is to present policies and proposals to achieve a desired standard 

of living commensurate with current aspirations of the people. The GIS Based master plan for Greater 

Imphal, 2043 indicatesa judicious use of land as a resource for its optimum utilization using the 

regulatory provisions contained in the plan. The main aim of the plan is creation of an efficient physical 

structure within which urban activities can take place and at the same time provide a good 

environment for living.  

2.2 Vision, Goals and Objectives 

In order to achieve the vision, it was important to formulate goals and objectives which are achieved 

through this Master Plan. The goals for this plan are formulated considering the vision, existing 

scenario and a continuity of the goals of the previous plan. The goals are further elaborated into 

‘objectives’ based on each sector which guides the plan formulation.  

2.2.1 Vision 

The vision for the city is “To make Imphal a Sustainable Regional Growth Center and Gateway to Asia 

through appropriate land, infrastructure, and environment management”. 

2.2.2 Goals 

The goals of GIS based Master Plan for Greater Imphal, 2043 are: 

i. Reinforce infrastructure of Imphal to act as a state centre for administration, marketing and 

cultural activities and a logistic node for international trade (with South East Asia through 

Myanmar by being on the  Asian Highway network) 

ii. Achieve an efficient utilization of urban landthrough town planning schemes, densification 

through TOD and by providing sufficient space for postulated economic growth. 

iii.  Conserve natural reserve and heritage areas 

iv.  Provide adequate social infrastructure and utilities for all. 

v. Ensure physical accessibility to transport and communication infrastructure and develop 

inclusive, vibrant and healthy neighborhoods. 
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2.2.3 Objectives 

The goals are elaborated by task objectives required for the achievement of goals. These are: 

LANDUSE 

a. Provide adequate and organized spaces for all urban activities including economic activities for 

projected population. 

b. Provide special activity zones for specialized type of activities and list incompatible uses. 

c. Develop alternative Business District for office spaces and commercial functions. 

d. Develop new locations for city / regional level cultural activities. 

e. Develop strategies for natural reserve(s) and heritage buildings/ precincts of national, local and 

religious importance. 

f. Provide services and destinations that support neighbourhood level local living. 

HOUSING 

e. Plan for housing at population densities that make local services and transport viable. 

f. Conduct location suitability analysis for various developments within the region (e.g. housing, 

industrial, etc.) 

TRANSPORT 

g. Improve regional access between the district headquarters, cities and other urban/rural centres 

and other states,  

h. Plan for providing access to quality public transport that connects people to work places and 

higher-order services  

i. Suggest measures to improve the existing road network with respect to speed, congestion, 

accessibility, and parking 

j. Suggest ways to shift non- local trips to regional corridors (studying the regional and local 

travel demand along the major corridors) 

k. Evaluate provisions for non- motorised trip users and identify key interventions to promote 

active mobility 

l. Identify major trip attracting zones and suggest interventions for demand management 

(parking and public transport) 

m. Suggest measures to reduce dependency on private modes for mobility by assessing public and 

shared transport service with respect to their coverage 
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n. Suggest measures for sustainable freight management in the Greater Imphal region 

o. Improve regional access and communication linkage between the cities and other urban/rural 

centres, district headquarters and other states. 

PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

p. Extend the water supply system to cover areas proposed to be developed during the plan period. 

q. Propose expansion of existing coverage of sewage system and solid waste collection system.  

SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

r. Propose local level amenities within neighbourhoods to make them self sufficient for daily living. 

s. Identify additional requirement of social amenities based on present and future population. 

GREEN SPACES AND WATER BODIES 

t. Plan for high-quality public realm and open spaces. 

u. Develop areas under recreational open spaces. 

The preparation of such an integrated plan requires detailed information on land use patterns, 

population characteristics, economic characteristics, transportation characteristics, housing 

characteristics, community facilities,utility services and infrastructure.Apart fromusing data and 

information available in government records, visual surveys, opinion surveys (of various government 

departments) were conducted to acquire such information. GIS based information was provided by 

NRSC (National Remote Sensing Centre) which was confirmed and rectified through a detailed ground 

truthingsurvey conducted for the re-delineated Greater Imphal Planning area. 

2.3 AMRUT Guidelines & Approach 

The government of India launched AMRUT in 2015 as Centrally Sponsored Scheme. Under this scheme, 

500 cities are selected for using Remote Sensing and GIS techniques for the preparation of the 

Development Plan. Among these 500 cities, Imphal is the only city selected from Manipur. The prime 

objectives of this scheme are:  

• Preparation of geo-referenced base map and land use map using Remote sensing techniques.  

• Under AMRUT, GIS-based services are used for the preparation of Development Plan for the selected 

cities. 

The GIS-based Master Plans will help in different types of urban planning exercises, e.g. preparation of 

master plan (Refer Fig. 2.1), development plan, zonal plan, utility plan, infrastructure plan, etc. to be 
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simplified by using IT tools. The National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC) provides Q-GIS on Bhuvan 

Portal, which is open source software and tools to prepare different types of plans. This was made 

available for all AMRUT cities on the Bhuvan Portal. 

Figure 2.1: Process of Formulation of GIS based Master Plan under AMRUT 

 

Source: AMRUT Reform Agenda 

The GIS based master plan approach is different from the conventional approach as it uses the high 

resolution satellite images as base maps, unlike the conventional approach which uses topographic 

maps. The GIS based approach helps in easy data updation and analysis as it is done through GIS 

Software which integrates the data statistically and spatially.  

The existing studies are fully integrated with the future planning proposals and the periodic revision of 

the plan is very simple, cheap, and less time consuming as compared to the conventional approach, as 

earlier everything was done manually. 
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2.4 Methodology Adopted for Plan Preparation 

2.4.1 Approach of Master Plan 

The current master plan is prepared with the 20-minute neighborhood concept which is all about 

‘living locally’- giving people the ability to meet most of their daily needs within a 20-minute walk from 

home, with access to safe cycling and local public transport options (Refer: Fig. 2.2). Research shows 

that 20 minutes is the average maximum time people are willing to walk to access daily needs locally. 

This represents an 800m walk from home to a destination and back again. This is adopted in many 

cities across the world like Melbourne (Australia) and London (United Kingdom). Imphal is the fastest 

growing city in Manipur and is expected to support approx 9 lakh people by 2043. Although, 20-minute 

nieghbourhood will be implement in overall Imphal but it will intensively implement along the TOD 

zones along major corridors. The city’s growth, in combination with climate change, presents complex 

challenges to ensure Imphal becomes more sustainable as it grows.  

Figure 2.2: Features of 20 Minute Neighbourhood as Adopted for Imphal Master Plan 2043 

 

Source: Adopted from Melbourne 20 minute neighbourhoods concept 

The approach adopted for the preparation of Master Plan for Greater Imphal is the GIS based approach 

as envisaged under AMRUT. The most crucial information for formulation of Master Plan is an accurate 

and updated Base Map of the planning area, showing roads and building layouts, spatial extent of 
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development and information on the use of each parcel of land which is prepared using remote sensing 

imagery by NRSC and further validated by ground truthing/ verification at the city.  

Geographic/urban feature is classified and further sub-classified based on its use & attributes. For cities 

in plain terrain or rolling terrain, ortho-rectified satellite imagesare used to capture the features in 2-

dimention.  For cities in high relief hilly areas, stereo image data is used to capture the features in 3-

dimension.  

2.4.2 Process 

The process or methodology for the preparation of the Master Plan includes review of the previous 

planning efforts and critically analyzing it. It also includes secondary data collection from different 

sources, primary surveys and analysis of data to extract inferences. The next step included preparation 

of strategy for the current master plan and the formulation of the policies and proposal by assessing the 

gaps and deriving the demands for the future. Policies and proposals include proposals for landuse 

zoning, urban services both physical and social and policies in terms of the general development 

regulations for regulating and promoting the development activities within the Greater Imphal 

Planning area.  

For the purpose of 20-minute neighborhood concept adopted for this master plan, the Greater Imphal 

planning area has been divided into various zones and sub zones. The analysis of different aspects such 

as land use, facilities and services, population, households, workforce, literacy rate, education facilities, 

health facilities, recreational areas and open spaces, etc. are analysed at sub zonal levels. This 

helpsanalyzing the existing situation of the various sub zones and the lack of various services (gap 

identification). The gaps are then met through proposals and strategies. 

2.4.3 Proposed New Planning Zones 

The Greater Imphal Planning area of 2011 was divided into 7 zones and 48 sub zones. With the revision 

of boundary for the Master Plan for 2043, the zonal boundaries are also revised taking into 

consideration the previous boundary, extended area, roads and physical features.Also the number of 

sub zones is increased to 51. Since, these zones and subzones are made on the basis of physical features 

and the major roads, some zones have more than two wards/ villages and some zones have a part of 

ward/ village. 

Table 2.1 indicates the number of sub zones in each zone as per new boundary of Greater Imphal 

planning area for the horizon year 2043. 
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Maps numbered as 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3 show the geographical location, and boundary of municipal wards 

and villages of the zone and subzone as per Greater Imphal Master Plan, 2011 and 2043. 

Table 2.1: Planning Zones and Sub-zones in Greater Imphal Planning Area, 2043 

Planning Zones Total Number of 

Sub-Zones 

Zone A 12 

Zone B 4 

Zone C 7 

Zone D 7 

Zone E 11 

Zone F 9 

Zone G (Langol Hill Reserve Forest) 1 

Total  51 

 

Note: 
The list of wards and villages as per 2011 and 2043 boundary is attached in annexure 2.1. 
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Map 2.1: Planning Zones and Subzones as per Greater Imphal Master Plan 2011 

 

Source: Town Planning Department, Manipur 

GIS Based Master Plan for Greater Imphal (2023 – 43) (AMRUT) 
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Considering the suggestions received, a new boundary of the Greater Imphal Planning area has 

beendelineated. According to this, there is a shift in the perimeter with the addition of six new villages 

and removal of part of 3 villages (i.e. Langthabal Kunja, Langthabal Mantrikhong and Langjing Part 1) 

from the previous boundary given in Imphal Master Plan 2011. The six new villages are Khomidok, 

Kyamgei Muslim, Kairang muslim, Heingang, Takhok Makha and Keirao Makting.  

The Greater Imphal Area, now covers an area of 151.38 sqkm, and consists of: 

• Imphal Municipal Corporation* 

• 16 Census Towns 

• 5 Out-Growths 

• 56 villages and part of 1 village. 

• Langol Hill Reserve Forest 

*Note – The status ‘Imphal Municipal Council’ has changed to ‘Imphal Municipal Corporation’ in the year 

2014 

The revised planning boundary along with zones and sub- zone boundary is indicated in the Map 2.3 

2.4.3 Aspects Covered 

The Master Plan 2043 of Greater Imphal Planning area covers the aspects of accessibility and 

sustainability with the 20-minute neighborhood concept. It talks about the promotion of town planning 

schemes and other regulations within the planning area. The sectors covered within the master plan 

include landuse, social and physical infrastructure, housing, industries, transportation, community 

facilities, heritage, open spaces and water bodies.   

2.5 Summary 

The GIS based Master Plan 2043 for Greater Imphal Planning Area is introducing the concept of 20 

minute neighborhoods and town planning schemes. Various gaps and issues will be identified in each 

sector which will be resolved through proposals as discussed in further sections. The boundary of 

Greater Imphal planning area was revised to incorporate certain surrounding areas within the planning 

jurisdictions. The planning area is further divided into zones and sub zone and each parameter is 

evaluated at sub zone and zone levels.  
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Map 2.2: Changes in Boundary Delineation of Greater Imphal 

 

 

GIS Based Master Plan for Greater Imphal (2023 – 43) (AMRUT) 
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Map 2.3: Planning Zones and Sub-zones in Greater Imphal Planning Area 2043. 

GIS Based Master Plan for Greater Imphal (2023 – 43) (AMRUT) 
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Section 3: Regional Context 

3.1 Introduction 

The North East region of India, which is generally known as the ‘Seven Sisters of India’, includes seven 

states, namely Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland and Tripura. 

Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region, Government of India, also includes the State of 

Sikkim under the umbrella of this region owing to its proximity to the area and similar type of 

development needs. Excluding the state of Sikkim, the region covers a total area of over 2, 62,230 sqkm 

(7.9% of India’s territory) and a population of 4.4 crores (3.2% of India’s population), according to the 

2011 Census of India information. Geographically, this region also shares an international border with 

foreign nations, namely, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Myanmar, and Nepal. North East is linked to the 

rest of the country by a narrow corridor in West Bengal by National Highway 31 known as ‘Chicken's 

Neck’ or ‘Siliguri Corridor’. 

Over 220 ethnic indigenous groups (scheduled tribes) are there in this region, specifically in Arunachal 

Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Nagaland. The Government of India has formulated 

policies, such as ‘Act East Policy’ and ‘Hydrocarbon Vision 2030 for Northeast India’ for accelerating the 

development of this region. One of the objectives of the ‘Act East Policy’ is to increase the interaction of 

the North-Eastern Indian states with other neighbouring countries. The ‘Hydrocarbon Vision 2030 for 

Northeast India’ of the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Govt. of India, aims to outline steps to 

leverage the hydrocarbon sector for the development of the region in Guwahati, to establish the North-

East as the dominant hydrocarbon hub at the forefront of the country’s energy economy, to explore 

hydrocarbon linkages and to explore trade opportunities with Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal, and 

Bhutan. 

Manipur is one of the landlocked Border States in the north-eastern part of the country and has an 

international boundary of about 352 km with Myanmar in the southeast. It is bounded by Nagaland in 

the north, Assam in the west, and Mizoram in the south (Map 3.1). It has a total area of 22327 sqkm. It 

lies between 230 49’ 45.530” N to 25o 42’ 1.456” N latitude and 920 58’ 23.422” E to 94o 43’ 35.553” E 

longitude (Map 3.1). Manipur is geographically divided into two parts: the centrally situated valley and 

the surrounding hills. 

Imphal is comprised of parts of Imphal East and Imphal West districts. It is the only Class I city which 

accommodates 9.8% of the total population while accounting for only 3.7% area of the state. 
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Map 3. 1: Location and Administrative Boundary of Manipur and Imphal Valley 

 

Source: Administrative Atlas, Census of India 
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3.2 Regional Setting 

Being the capital city of the state of Manipur, Imphal is well-developed and well connected by road 

transportation system.  

Road: Road transport has been the only means of communication for the development of the State as 

there are no inland Waterways.Manipur has very recently been connected withRailways. All 

development activities so far have been primarily dependent on the road transport facilities. National 

Highways arei) NH 2, ii) NH 37 and iii) NH 102 criss-cross the state connecting all districts. Imphal is 

joined by NH 2 with Nagaland in the north, in the west with Assam by NH 37 and Mizoram in the south 

by NH 2. It connects with an international border with Myanmar by Asian Highway (NH 2) through the 

border town Moreh. The Asian highway within Manipur state is a part of NH2 and NH 102 (Map 3.2). 

There is bus connectivity from Imphal to Ukhrul, Senapati, Bishnupur, Moreh, Kohima, Dimapur, and 

Guwahati. 

Air: Imphal Airport is the second largest airport in the Northeastern Region. Imphal is connected to 

major cities, including Aizawl, Guwahati, Kolkata, Silchar, Bengaluru and New Delhi.  

Railways: Manipur has a newly established Railway Station at Jiribam, located on the western edge of 

the state.This railway access in Manipur is under the process of extension to western part of Greater 

Imphal area (at Yurembam, Imphal West) which will serve the city in near future. 

3.3 Historical Background 

Manipur is a small state of India situated in the northeastern region. Due to its existing natural geo-

topographical position, it is widely regarded on the easternmost outpost of Indian culture and 

civilization and also the gateway to the south-east Asia. At present, it covers a small area of 

22,327junction kilometers i.e., 0.7% of the total area of India. It is a landlocked area which lies in 

between the two junctions of India-Myanmar-Bangladesh in the South and India-Myanmar- China in the 

north. It has a long border line of 854 kilometers. Out of which 352 kilometers are the international 

boundary with Myanmar in the east and south-east. 

Manipur’s history can be traced to the earliest pre-historic periods. Manipur witnessed its unique 

process of historical identity from the first century A.D. Manipur has a distinctive political,social and 

historical identity of its people and the place. Right from the earliest period of time, Manipur has been 

known by different names.  
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Map 3. 2: Manipur in Regional Context 

 

Source: Prepared at GIS platform based on Google Map 

During the long period of Manipur’s political, social and cultural journey, there have been significant 

changes in the basic outlook and mindset of the people of this place. Some of this includes the 

emergence of Hinduism as the state religion, the outbreak of Seven Years devastation 1819-1826 A.D. 

and the Anglo-Manipur war in 1891. These events led to changes in the distinctive identity of Manipur 

which had systematically flourished right from the earliest period of time. 

From the year 1947 after the exit of the British,Manipurbegan a new journey of its life with a new 

political status as a constitutional monarchy. But due to the then political environment marred bya 

cloud of confusion and uncertainty,itwas again compelled to merge into the political boundary of Indian 

Union on 15th October 1949. Since then, Manipur is enjoying a new political status as a political unit 

within the framework of the constitution of India. Administrative division of Manipur from 1951 to 

2016 is given in Map 3.3 and Map 3.4. 
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Map 3. 3: Administrative Division Map of Manipur (1951-1981) Map 3. 4: Administrative Division Map of Manipur (1991-2016) 

  

Source: Administrative Atlas, Census of India 
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3.4 Physical Environment 

3.4.1 Physiography 

Manipur can be characterized in two distinct physical regions –the area of hilly region and valley region 

(Map 3.5). These two areas are distinct in respect of physical features, flora and fauna. The capital lies 

in an oval-shaped valley of approximately 700 junction miles (2,000 sqkm) surrounded by mountains 

and is at an elevation of 790 meters (2,590 ft.) above mean sea level. The general slope of the valley is 

from north to south. 

3.4.2 Drainage 

Manipur comprises 1820 sqkm of flat alluvial valley and 20.507 sqkm of hilly terrain with Loktak Lake 

in the valley. The National Wetland Inventory and Assessment published by the Space Application 

Centre reported that Manipur has 15 major rivers/streams having 166.77 sqkm of the total area i.e., 

about 0.75 % of the total geographical area of the state. About 90% of the drinking water supply in 

Imphal is from the three major rivers namely Imphal River, Nambul River and Iril River (Map 3.6). 

3.4.3 River Basin & Wetlands 

There are three major river basins of Manipur state (Refer map 3.6). 

Barak river basin – The basin consists of Irang river, Maku river, Tuivai river etc., with the catchment of 

9042 sqkm. The flow direction of rivers is towards the west.  

Manipur river basin – The basin consists of eight major rivers that are Imphal River, Iril River, Nambul 

River, Sekmai River, Chakpi River, Wangjing River, Thoubal River and Khuga River with the total 

catchment area of 6332 sqkm. Origin of these rivers is from the surrounding hills and it flows towards 

the valley from north to south. 

Chindwin/Yu River basin– This basin consists of the Imphal River and some of its tributaries. It 

originates from the Ukhrul district, having a catchment area of 5488 sqkm, and it passes through the 

Chandel district, joining the Chindwin River. The flow direction of rivers is towards the East. 

As per the survey done by MARSAC, there are 17 lakes and 2 ox-bow lakes in the state. In Imphal and 

Thoubal districts, there are the largest numbers of lakes present. There are many small lakes present in 

the state that are termed as Pat (lakes). In different districts, there are about 134 swampy and 

waterlogged marshy wetlands. These areas are in the low-lying areas situated either in the vicinity of 
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the lake or in the peripheral area of the lake. Waterlogged areas recorded are 69 in Imphal valley, 40 in 

Thoubal and 21 in Bishnupur district. 

3.4.4 Lakes 

Loktak Lake is listed as one of the distinguished wetlands of international importance under the 

Ramsar Convention for Ramsar Sites in 1990.  Besides its cultural importance of the incarnation of 

Moirang Shayon in the history of Manipur, Loktak Lake is a source of generating hydro electrical power, 

irrigation and water supply.Government of Manipur has set up the Loktak Development Authority 

(LDA) under "The Manipur Loktak Lake (Protection) Act, 2006 (Manipur Act 3 of 2006)" with the 

objective to provide for administration, control, protection, improvement, conservationand 

development of the natural environment of the Loktak Lake and for matters connected with as 

incidental thereto. 

3.4.5 Natural Vegetation& Biodiversity 

Manipur has a wide range of forests where 90 percent of the total forest covers 17,233 sqkm (State of 

Forest, Manipur, 2017), which is 77.20 percent of the state's total geographical area (India State of 

Forest, 2017). There are 6 (six) major forest types in the state, namely Tropical Wet Evergreen Forest, 

Tropical Moist Deciduous Forests, Sub-Tropical Pine Forest, Tropical Dry Deciduous Forest, Montane 

Wet Temperate Forest and Sub-Alpine Forest. 

There are 34 Biodiversity hotspots as per the United Nations International Conservation classification, 

of which 3 are located in India that are i) Western Ghats Hotspot ii) Indo-Myanmar Biodiversity 

Hotspot and iii) Eastern Himalayan Biodiversity Hotspot. Manipur belongs to the Indo Myanmar 

Biodiversity Hotspot and has rich, diverse floral and faunal species (Manipur Statistical Handbook, 

2017).  

Manipur biodiversity includes 4000 angiosperm species, 430 medicinal plant species, 34 edible fungi 

species, 500 orchid species and 55 species of bamboos, 40 endemic rice cultivars, 160 fish species and 

21 species of migratory aquatic birds.  

The Shirui Lily (Lilium mackliniae Sealy), the only terrestrial lily confined to Shirui Kashong peak only 

in Ukhrul District, holds the distinction of being the state flower. Manipur is also the only hotspot on the 

earth on which ‘Sangai’ the Brow antlered Deer (Cervus eldi eldi), presently known as Rucervus eldii 

and locally called ‘Sangai’, is found (Manipur Statistical Handbook, 2017). 
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3.4.6 Climate 

Although the state has a small geographical area, Manipur represents a wide range of climate viz., 

Temperate, Sub-tropical and Tropical climate. The climate of Manipur is largely influenced by the 

topography of this hilly region which defines the geography of Manipur. Lying 790 meters above sea 

level, Manipur is wedged between hills on all sides. This north-eastern corner of India enjoys a 

generally amiable climate, though the winters can be colder. The maximum temperature in the summer 

months is 32-degree celsius. In winter, the temperature often falls below zero, bringing frost. Snow 

sometimes falls in some hilly regions. The coldest month is January, and the warmest July (Department 

of Town Planning, Government of Manipur). The state is drenched in rains from May until mid-October. 

It receives an average annual rainfall of 1467.5 mm. However, the rain distribution varies from 933 mm 

in Imphal to 2593 mm in Tamenglong (Department of Town Planning, Government of Manipur). 

3.4.7 Soil 

In Manipur, the soil cover can be divided into two broad types, the red ferruginous soil in the hill area 

and the alluvium in the valley. Most of the area in the valley part is covered by fluvial soil. 
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Map 3. 5: Physiographic Map of Manipur Map 3. 6: Drainage Basins in Manipur 

  

Source: Physiographic Map prepared based on DEM downloaded from USGS Earth Explorer Source: Slope and Drainage Basin has been obtained from DEM downloaded from USGS Earth Explorer 
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3.4.8 Natural Disaster 

Manipur is in seismic zone V of India, the most susceptible region to earthquakes (Seismic Zones -India 

2001). It continues to experience small tremors off and on. Based on the past trend, seismologists have 

predicted that a major earthquake in the north-east region of India is almost overdue. Low to moderate 

intensity earthquakes are reported regularly here. The state of Manipur has weathered dozens of major 

earthquakes, the earthquake in 1988 being the strongest (M7.2) in recent times. In western Manipur, 

most of the earthquakes are shallow, but some have larger depths, especially those reported in the 

eastern parts and along or across the Myanmar border. Areas in central Manipur are especially 

vulnerable to damage during earthquakes as they lie in the Imphal Valley, the lowest point of which lies 

the Loktak Lake. 

3.5 Regional Demographic Profile 

3.5.1 Population 

The population of Manipur as per the 2011 Census is 28.6 lakh consisting of 14.4 lakhs males and 14.2 

lakhs females. In absolute terms, the population of Manipur has increased by 5.62 lakhs during the 

decade 2001-2011. The decadal growth rate in 2011 over 2001 was found to be 24.50 %. The district-

wise distribution of population has been provided in table 3.1. Among all 9 districts of Manipur in 2011, 

4 valley districts viz. Imphal East, Imphal West, Bishnupur and Thoubal contained 57% of the total state 

population. 

Table 3.1a): District wise Population of Manipur (2011)   (Population in lakh) 
District Total Population  Rural Population Urban Population  Urbanisation (%) 

Senapati 4.8 4.72 0.08 1.67 

Tamenglong  1.40 1.21 0.19 13.57 

Churachandpur 2.74 2.56 0.18 6.57 

Ukhrul 1.84 1.57 0.27 14.67 

Chandel 1.44 1.27 0.17 11.81 

Bishnupur 2.38 1.5 0.88 36.97 

Thoubal 4.22 2.71 1.51 35.78 

Imphal West 5.18 1.95 3.23 62.36 

Imphal East 4.56 2.73 1.83 40.13 

Manipur State 28.56 20.22 8.04 29.20 

Source: Office of the Registrar General of India,  2011 

In 2016, Manipur government created seven new district by bifurcating above existing district listed in 

table 3.1 a). The newly created districts are as follows: 



Revised GIS Based Master Plan for Greater Imphal (1st Modification) 2043 

 

50  

 

Table 3.2 b): Newly formed District of Manipur    

Existing Districts 
(till 2016) 

New District Population (Census 
2011) 

Imphal East Imphal East  4,12,275 
Jiribam District  43,838 

Senapati District Senapati District  4,79,148 
Kangpokpi District 1,93,744 

Thoubal District Thoubal District  2,86,687 

Kakching District 1,35,481 
Chandel District Chandel District  1,44,182 

Tengnoupal District 59,110 
Ukhrul District Ukhrul District  1,83,998 

Kamjong District 45,616 
Churachandpur District Churachandpur District 2,74,143 

Pherzawl District 40,390 
Tamenglong Distrcit Tamenglong Distrcit 1,40,651 

Noney District 36,671 
Source: Manipur Gazette, Government of Manipur , 2016. 

 

The density of population of Manipur is 128 persons/sqkmin year 2011 as against 103 persons/sqkm 

in 2001 Census. Analysing the spatial pattern of population density, it is observed that the valley 

districts consist of more population density than the hilly districts. Among the 9 districts of Manipur 

(Census 2011), 4 districts which form the valley region of Manipur, consists of the highest population 

density. Imphal, the capital city of Manipur and the only Class I city in Manipur, is in the northern 

portion of this valley area. Most urban centres are situated in these four valley districts, reflecting in 

their rate of urbanisation (Map 3.7). 



Revised GIS Based Master Plan for Greater Imphal (1st Modification) 2043 

 

51  

 

Map 3. 7: District wise Population Density of Manipur (2011) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Census of India 2011 and Administrative Atlas, Census of India, 2011. 

Note: District Boundary of 2011 has been use as the population data is of 2011 
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3.5.2 Literacy 

Manipur has a literacy rate of 76.9%, (Census 2011), which is more than the national average of 74%. 

Positive change has been observed during last two-decades in the literacy rate of Manipur, i.e., literacy 

level has increased from 66.6% in 2001 to 76.9%in 2011, which is a positive sign. Among districts, 

there is no sharp difference between hill and valley districts in terms of literacy. Imphal West district, 

which is the most urbanised district in Manipur and contains part of Imphal City, the capital of Manipur, 

has the highest literacy rate (Figure 3.1). 

Figure 3. 1: District wise Literacy in Manipur (2011) 

 

Source: Primary Census Abstract, Census of India, 2011 

3.5.3 Sex Ratio 

According to the 2011 census, the state of Manipur has 14,38,586 males, 14,17,208 females, which 

indicates a sex ratio of 985 females per 1000 males and it is much higher than the national average of 

940. Among the districts of Manipur, Imphal West has the highest sex ratio of 1031 females per 1000 

males followed by Imphal East, which has 1017 females per 1000 males. Unlike these two districts, 

Chandel and Senapati have comparatively lower sex ratios of 933 and 937 females per 1000 males. 

Overall, there is a sharp difference in the sex ratio for hill districts and valley districts. Although the 
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valley districts are mostly urbanised districts in the state and most of them contains sex ratio more than 

1000 females/thousand male (Figure 3.2). 

 

Figure 3. 2: Sex Ratio in Manipur (2011) 

 

Source: Primary Census Abstract, Census of India, 2011 

3.5.4 People Groups 

As per the 2011 Census, the share of SC and ST population of Manipur is 3.40% and 40.8%, as against 

national average of 16.2% and 8.2% respectively, which reflects a much larger share of ST population in 

the state than the national average. Regarding the distribution of SC and ST populations, the proportion 

of the ST population is high in hill districts whereas the proportion of the SC population is high in valley 

districts. The share of the SC population is high in the districts of Thoubal and Bishnupur, situated in 

the valley area. All the hilly districts contain more than 85% of the ST population due to the presence of 

the tribal communities in the forests, and among them, Tamenglong district contains 95.72% ST 

population of its total population. (Table 3.2) 
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Table 3. 3: District wise Caste Composition in Manipur 

District SC (%) ST (%) Others (%) 

Senapati 0.21 87.49 12.30 

Tamenglong  0.02 95.72 4.26 

Churachandpur 0.16 92.94 6.89 

Ukhrul 0.13 94.35 5.51 

Chandel 0.37 88.97 10.65 

Bishnupur 9.31 1.38 89.30 

Thoubal 9.61 0.43 89.95 

Imphal West 3.19 4.66 92.14 

Imphal East 3.47 6.06 90.46 

Source: Primary Census Abstract, Census of India, 2011 

In Manipur, 33 tribal groups are recognized by the Government of India as Scheduled Tribes (STs), 

seven Scheduled Castes (SCs), and the Meiteis, the Pangans, and ‘others’ as separate population 

categories. (Figure 3.3) 

Figure 3. 3: District-wise Caste Composition in Manipur 

 

Source: Primary Census Abstract, Census of India, 2011 

3.5.5 Local Communities & Religious Composition 

Manipur is a place of pluralistic society. The population of this place is constituted by various ethnic 

groups of people. Every ethnic group of people and other communities have enjoyed the privilege to 
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exercise their social and cultural activities being a part of the social fabric of the Manipuri society. Any 

type of communication is done through the Manipuri language as the lingua franca. 

Right from the earliest historical period, the people of Manipur had an opportunity to witness the 

activities of various religious principle and ideologies. Before the coming of Hinduism, the people of this 

place have enjoyed the activities and principles of primordial religion which the Christian people used 

to call as animism. In fact, the principle of ancestor worship was the religious life of people. Then, 

Hinduism was emerged as the state religion during the beginning of 18th century. The people of the 

surrounding hill areas also practiced their own primordial religion. Then after the establishment of 

contact with the British Colonial Administrators, the Christian Missionary activities began to penetrate 

into the hill areas. Ultimately, Christianity became an important religious life of these people (Fig. 3.4). 

The Muslim communities also had the opportunity to enjoy their religion practices. Thus, Manipur is a 

nice place for all the people who has a strong desire to practice their respective religious believe freely. 

Figure 3. 4: Population Distributed as per Religion in Manipur 

 

Source: Primary Census Abstract, Census of India, 2011 

3.5.6 Workforce Participation 

The workforce participation rate in Manipur is 45.09, which is much higher than the national average of 

25.51 (Census, 2011). While analysing the distribution, it is observed that there is not much deviation 

among hill districts and valley districts regarding workforce participation rate (Map 3.8). Imphal East 

and Imphal West district has a low workforce participation rate because of the prevailing urban 

economy in most part of the two districts. 
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Figure 3. 5: District-wise Workforce Participation in Manipur, 2011 

 

Source: Census of India, 2011  

Regarding the composition of the workforce, it is found that the valley districts have more 

proportion of non-farm workforce (Map 3.9 and Figure 3.5). It is mainly because most of the towns 

and cities are located in the valley area of Manipur, which contributes to an increase in non-farm 

economic activity. Thus, the concentration of workforce happens where the concentration of towns 

and cities area more. Imphal, the capital city of Manipur and the only Class I city in Manipur located 

in the northern portion of the valley area, covering the partially area of Imphal East and Imphal 

West district, contributes highly to increase of the non-farm workforce. Hence these two districts 

have a major share of the non-farm workforce. 
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Map 3. 8: District wise Workforce Participation Rate in Imphal (2011) 

 

Source: Census of India 2011 and Administrative Atlas, Census of India, 2011. 

 

GIS Based Master Plan for Greater Imphal (2023 – 43) (AMRUT) 
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Map 3. 9: District wise share of Non-Farm workforce in Imphal (2011) 

 

Source: Census of India 2011 and Administrative Atlas, Census of India, 2011 

 

GIS Based Master Plan for Greater Imphal (2023 – 43) (AMRUT) 



Revised GIS Based Master Plan for Greater Imphal (1st Modification) 2043 

 

59  

 

3.5.7 Observations 

It hasbeen observed that the state of Manipur ranks more than the national average in terms of sex 

ratio and workforce participation but lacks in terms of literacy rate. The state also has a very high share 

of SC/ST population as compared to national average indicating high tribal population in the region. 

The variations are also observed between the hill and valley districts of the state. 

3.6 Regional Economic Profile 

The economy of the state is primarily dependent on agriculture in terms of the population 

dependent on it. Agriculture provides employment to about 52 percent of the total workforce in 

Manipur although in terms of contribution to State value addition tertiary sector leads the 

economy, which accounts for 64 percent share in State Value Addition of Manipur. The state’s 

location is in a hilly terrain with a small valley portion bounded by an international border has 

provided unique opportunities and limitations in terms of economy. 

3.6.1 Gross State Domestic Product at Market Prices (GSDP) 

The GSDP of Manipur at Market Prices from 2011-12 to 2019-20 at current and constant (2011-

12=100) prices are presented in table 3.3.  

Table 3. 4: Gross State Domestic Product of Manipur at Market Prices, 2011-12 to 2019-20 

Year At current prices At constant (2011-12=100) prices 

GSDP 

(Rs. In lakhs) 

Annual Growth 

Rate (%) 

GSDP 

(Rs. In lakhs) 

Annual Growth 

Rate (%) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

2011-12 12.91 - 12.91 - 

2012-13 13.74 6.42 12.99 0.61 

2013-14 16.18 17.75 14.11 8.64 

2014-15 18.13 12.03 15.24 8.00 

2015-16 19.53 7.73 16.42 7.73 

2016-17 21.29 9.03 17.08 4.01 

2017-18 25.79 21.11 18.75 9.77 

2018-19  27.39 6.20 18.26 (-)2.61 

2019-20 (Q) 31.30 14.27 20.13 10.20 

Q: Quick Estimates                   

Source: Directorae of Economics & Statistics, Manipur 

Table 3.3 reveals that the GSDP of Manipur at Market Prices in absolute terms is continuously 

increasing over the years (Figure 3.6). The exponential growth rates from 2011-12 to 2019-20 is 
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worked out to be 10.59% and 6.02% for current and constant (2011-12) prices, respectively, 

which is higher than the national average of 4.2%. 

Figure 3. 6: GSDP of Manipur at Current and constant Price (base year 2011-12) 

 

Q: Quick Estimates                  A: Advance Estimates                   P: Projected Estimates 

Source: Economic Survey, Manipur 2019-20, Directorate of Economics & Statistics, Government of Manipur 

3.6.2 Net State Domestic Product (NSDP) at Market Prices 

NSDP at Market Prices is the value of all goods and services produced in the State during a 

specified period, after making adjustments for the Consumption of Fixed Capital (CFC). The revised 

NSDP at Market Prices at current and constant (2011-12=100) prices are presented in table 3.4. 

Table 3. 5: Net State Domestic Product of Manipur at Market Prices, 2011-12 to 2019-20 

Year At current prices At constant (2011-12=100) prices 

NSDP 

(Rs. In lakhs) 

Annual Growth 

Rate (%) 

NSDP 

(Rs. in lakhs) 

Annual Growth Rate 

(%) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

2011-12 11.50 - 11.50 - 

2012-13 12.18 5.97 11.51 0.12 

2013-14 14.43 18.47 12.51 8.72 

2014-15 16.27 12.71 13.61 8.75 

2015-16 17.49 7.48 14.63 7.49 

2016-17 19.13 9.37 15.20 3.87 

2017-18  23.56 23.13 16.87 10.98 

2018-19  24.84 5.45 16.19 (-)4.02 

2019-20 (Q) 28.35 14.14 17.76 9.65 

Source: Directorae of Economics & Statistics, Manipur 
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Figure 3. 7: NSDP of Manipur at Current and constant Price (base year 2011-12) 

 

Q: Quick Estimates            A: Advance Estimates            P: Projected Estimates 

Source: Economic Survey, Manipur 2019-20, Directorate of Economics & Statistics, Government of Manipur 

As shown in table 3.4, the NSDP of Manipur at Market Prices at constant prices is projected to 

increase from Rs. 11, 50, 107 lakhs in 2011-12 to Rs.18, 60,690 lakhs in 2019-20 with an 

exponential growth rate of 6.01% in Figure 3.7. 

3.6.3 Income 

The Per Capita Income of Manipur at current and constant (2011-12=100) prices in 2019-20 are 

estimated to be Rs. 79,296 and Rs. 54,099 respectively, showing an increase of 9.66% and 6.12% 

over the previous year. The trend of PCI of Manipur and India at constant prices is presented in 

Figure 3.8. 
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Figure 3. 8: Trend of Per Capita Income at Constant Price, 2011-12 to 2019-20 

 

Q: Quick Estimates            A: Advance Estimates            P: Projected Estimates 

Source: Economic Survey, Manipur 2019-20, Directorate of Economics & Statistics, Government of Manipur 

 

3.6.4 Economic Sectors 

Although in terms of population dependent on, agriculture appears as dominating sector, but in 

terms of contribution to economy, the tertiary sector appears as the dominating sector. Sectoral 

contribution by major sectors of Gross and Net SDP at basic prices are presented in table 3.5 and 

Figure 3.9. 

Table 3. 6: Contribution of Gross and Net State Value Added by major sectors at current prices in 

percentage, 2011-12 to 2019-20 

Year GSVA (%) NSVA (%) 

Primary Secondary Tertiary Primary Secondary Tertiary 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

2011-12 19.77 15.40 64.84 20.39 14.89 64.72 

2012-13 21.65 14.01 64.34 22.34 13.39 64.27 

2013-14 22.02 13.54 64.44 22.69 12.85 64.45 

2014-15 22.41 14.87 62.72 23.06 14.65 62.30 

2015-16 20.89 15.52 63.59 21.45 15.44 63.11 

2016-17 20.54 14.29 65.17 21.04 14.02 64.94 

2017-18  26.90 13.30 59.80 27.92 13.11 58.97 

2018-19  27.61 9.78 62.61 28.90 9.15 61.95 

2019-20 (Q) 25.01 9.92 65.07 26.15 9.35 64.50 

Q: Quick Estimates            A: Advance Estimates            P: Projected Estimates 

Source: Directorae of Economics & Statistics, Manipur 
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Figure 3. 9: Contribution of Gross State Value Added by major sectors at current prices in 

percentage, 2011-12 to 2019-20 

 

3.6.5 Indo Myanmar Border Trade 

The opening of the Border Trade between India and Myanmar was an important achievement during 

the Eighth Five Year Plan period. The Indo-Myanmar Border Trade was inaugurated in 12th April, 1995 

by the then Union Minister of State for Commerce as a follow-up measure of the Trade Agreement 

signed between India and Myanmar on the 21st Jan., 1994 at New Delhi. Subsequently, exchange of 22 

items has been allowed by the residents across the border. There is a need to boost the trade potential 

across the border by creating an adequate infrastructure for promoting export-oriented industrial 

units. To facilitate the trade, trade centers are being constructed at Moreh and another at Imphal. 

The Director-General of Foreign Trade has permitted the bilateral/border trade along with the Indo-

Myanmar border as per the prevailing customary practices for the commodities, namely, 

mustard/rapeseed, pulses and beans, fresh vegetables, fruits, garlic, onion, chillies, spices (excluding 

nutmeg, mace, cloves, cassia & cinnamon), bamboo, minor forest products (excluding teak), betel nuts 

and leaves, food items for local consumption, tobacco, tomato, reed broom, sesame, resin, coriander 

seeds, soya beans, roasted sunflower seeds, Katha, ginger etc. The main items of exports are wheat 

flour, bleaching powder, fenugreek seeds, ani seeds, cumin seeds, soyabean nuggets (soyabari), dry 

chillies, incense sticks (agarbati), rose powder, pea, garlic, dry buffalo offal etc., while the import items 

are betel nuts, turmeric, red kidney bean (rajma), kuth roots, gram, resin, reed-brooms, dry ginger etc. 
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Further, in order to promote trade link with Southeast Asia, the Central and State Government have 

undertaken measures in consonance of the Government of India’s Act East Policy as given below: 

a) Setting up of an Integrated Check Post 

b) Organizing the first Industrial Expo-2016 during 4th April to 10th April,2016 where about 600 Units 

from Manipur, Assam, Nagaland and Meghalaya participated. 

c) Establishment of a Multi Storied Shopping Complex at Moreh to facilitate marketing of various 

products and produces of Manipur, India and other Asian countries through Myanmar. 

d) Regular participation in India International Trade Fair (IITF), since 1981, which is platform to 

showcase the unique products of the state at the National and International level. 

e) Construction of Manipur Trade and Expo Centre at Lamboikhongnangkhong under ASIDE Scheme of 

Ministry of Commerce, Government of India, having multipurpose facilities for organizing Exhibitions, 

Trade Fairs, Craft Bazaar and for conducting any International Events. 

3.6.6 Observations and Way Forward 

It has been observed that the per capita income of the state is lower than that of national average. Also, 

majority of the population is engaged in primary sector. Hence, to increase the standard of living and 

per capita income, the share of workforce in tertiary sector should be increased which will also require 

approriate knowledge and skill development. 
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Section 4: Greater Imphal 

4.1 Introduction 

The GIS based Master Plan for2043 is prepared for the Greater Imphal Planning Area that covers parts 

of Imphal East and Imphal West districts of the valley regions of Manipur.  

4.1.1 Spatial Extent of Greater Imphal 

The area demarcated for development of Greater Imphal in 1994 was 82.89 sqkm, whereas the total 

area for Greater Imphal Master Plan was 135.29 sqkm. It includes parts of Imphal East and Imphal West 

districts. The planning area for Greater Imphal Master Plan, 2043 is approx 151sqkmwhich has been 

revised in 2020. 

Greater Imphal is bounded by natural features such as rivers, natural drains, hillocks, etc.(Refer: Map 

4.1). The Greater Imphal Master Plan is bounded in the north by Imphal River and Northern boundary 

of konsam Leikai and Laishram Leikai villages; in the east by thevillages beyondIril River; in the south 

bySouthern boundaries of Machahal, Takhok Awang, Loumanbi, Bashikhong, Kiyamgei, Langthabal 

Kunja, Langthabal Lap, Ningombam and Meitram villages; and in the west by western boundary of 

Meitram, Malom Tuliahal, Malom Tuliyaima, mongsangei, Ghari, Langjing Part – I, LangjingPart-II and 

Langol Hills upto Imphal river near Khonghampat. 

4.1.2 Proposed Boundary of Greater Imphal Planning Area for Master Plan 2043 

In the proposed boundary of the Greater Imphal, there is a shift in the perimeter with the addition of 

five new villages on account of the growth direction of the city. The five new villages are Khomidok, 

Kairang Muslim, Heingang, Takhok Makha and Keirao Makting. In the north-eastern part of the 

planning area, the villages adjoining the Marjing hills are proposed to be merged in the planning area. 

In the south-eastern boundary, two new villages are added in the Irilbung area within the earlier 

defined boundary of Iril River. 

4.1.3 Jurisdiction of Greater Imphal Master Plans (2011 and 2043) 

The Master Plan for Greater Imphal 2011 consisted of the Imphal municipality, 77 villages and the 

Langol Hill. For the Master Plan 2043, some villages are added to the existing boundary of Greater 

Imphal Planning Area, in which three villages i.e., Khomidok, Kairang Muslim and Heingang are addedin 

the north-eastern side of the city and two villages i.e., Takhok Makha and Keirao Makting, towards the 

south-eastern part of the city. The Greater Imphal Planning Area is divided into 7 zones and 51 sub- 

zones consisting of various wards of Imphal Municipal Corporation, villages, census towns and out-

growths within the planning area. 

List of these zones and sub-zones comprising of the ward(s)/ village(s) or census town or out-growth is 

available as annexure 5.1 Annexure 5.1 also lists population data for each of these administrative units. 

The zone and sub-zones are being treated as planning zones only. 
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Map 4. 1: Greater Imphal Planning Area, 2043 

 
GIS Based Master Plan for Greater Imphal (2023 – 43) (AMRUT) 
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4.2 Physical Environment 

4.2.1 Physiography 

Imphal is located within the geographical centre of the Manipur Valley. The valley is generally flat 

elongated and tapering towards south surrounded by hillocks (about 1500 to 2000maltitude) and 

constituting a closed basin with an outlet to the south. The average elevation of the valley is 793 m 

above mean sea level. 

The growth pattern of Imphal city is influenced by its physiographic character. The major growth of the 

town has taken place towards south, particularly along the highways. The growth towards the north, 

east and north- west directions is restricted by hills. The growth towards the east is restricted by low 

lying areas. Imphal river, Nambul river and Kongba river running in north-south direction have 

numerous tributaries through the town and are mainly responsible for the scattered development of 

the city. The town is below the high flood level of Imphal river and hence there are embankment roads 

on both sides of the river to protect the settlement from seasonal floods. 

4.2.2 Climate 

The climate of Imphal is salubrious. The city is located at the longitude 93.570 east and latitude 

24.500north longitude. Though the temperature of Imphal in higher than that for an elevation of 2600 

feet due to reflection of heat from the surrounding mountains, the valley enjoys a cool and pleasant 

climate. The average temperature in summer ranges between 200C and 300C and in winter between 50C 

and 230C. Rainfall occurs during the period of April-October. The average annual rainfall is 1413 mm.  

4.2.3 Flora & fauna 

Natural vegetation covers about 26% of the valley. Tropical semi evergreen (bamboo), sub-tropical 

pine, tropical moist deciduous and dry temperate vegetation overlooking the valley is the main types of 

natural vegetation. Cultured vegetation in the form of paddy cultivation and vegetables has a wide 

range of coverage. Paddy cultivation covers majority of the land.  

Various species of birds are seen in the lake area. The forest areas are also the places where various 

types of birds and other animals are seen. Domestic birds, animals and cattle are very common in 

Imphal area. 
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Section 5: Demographic Profile 

5.1 Introduction 

Due to the geographic advantage of the Greater Imphal planning area being located in the valley region 

and the availability of infrastructure, migration from the neighboring hill districts and the other valley 

happens leading to ahealthy rate of urbanisation.  

In 2011, the Imphal Municipal Councilhad 27 wards under its jurisdiction. The population of the 

municipal area is about 2.68 lakhs covering an area of 34.87 sqkm.The status of ‘Imphal Municipal 

Council’ changed to ‘Imphal Municipal Corporation’ in the year 2014 without any change in its 

geographical area. The total population of Greater Imphal planning areaas per 2011 census is 5.26 lakhs 

in total area of 151.55 sqkm as shown in Table 5.1. Accordingly, the density of population within the 

municipality is 81 persons per hectare and it is about 35 persons per hectare in the Greater Imphal 

planning area. 

Table 5.1: Demographic Details of Imphal MC, Non-Municipal area & Planning Area 

 
Imphal Municipal 

Corporation 

Non-Municipal Area Greater Imphal Planning 

Area 

Number of Ward/Census 

Town/Out-Growth/Villages 

27 wards 16 Census Town          

  05 Out-Growth          

56 Villages 

27 wards                         

16 Census Town            

05 Out-Growth and      

       56 Villages 

Total Area (sqkm) 34.87 111.68 151.55  

Total Population (lakh) 2.68 2.58 5.26 

Male Population (lakh) 1.38 1.31 2.69 

Female Population (lakh) 1.45 1.12 2.57 

Total Households 61,281 46,609 1,07,890 

Population Density (pph) 81 20 35 

Literacy Rate (%) 81.28  77.26  79.51 

Sex Ratio 1052 1033 1044 

Source: Census of India, 2011 

Note – The status ‘Imphal Municipa Council’ has changed to ‘Imphal Municipal Corporation’ in the year 2014  

5.2 Population Trends 

The total population of Greater Imphal Planning region in 1991 census was 3.84 lakhs which 

experienced an 18% decadal growth rate, expanding to 4.55 lakhs in 2001. In the next decade it grew at 

15% encompassing it to 5.26lakhs in 2011 census, whereas the Manipur state grew at the rate of 25% 

with and an overall total population of 28.6 lakhs. The population and growth rates for Imphal 

Municipal Corporation, Non- municipal area, Greater Imphal Planning area and Manipur state is 
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tabulated in Table 5.2 and 5.3 respectively for years 1961 to 2011 as per census and graphically it is 

represented by Figure 5.1. 

Table 5. 2: Population in Greater Imphal, Imphal Municipal Corporation and Non-Municipal Area 

Year Imphal Municipal 

Corporation (in 

lakh) 

Non-Municipal 

Area (in lakh) 

Greater Imphal 

Planning Area (in 

lakh) 

Manipur State 

(actual figure) 

1961 0.79 0.81 1.60 780037 

1971 1.16 1.09 2.25 1072753 

1981 1.57 1.37 2.93 1420953 

1991 2.16 1.67 3.84 1837149 

2001 2.44 2.10 4.55 2293896 

2011 2.68 2.58 5.26 2855794 

Source: Census of India,  1961-2011 

Table 5. 3: Population Growth Rates 

Year Population Growth Rate (%) 

Imphal Municipal 

Corporation 

Non-Municipal Area Greater Imphal 

Planning Area 

Manipur 

State 

1961- 71 46.8 34.6 40.6 37.53 

1971- 81 35.3 25.7 30.2 32.46 

1981- 91 37.6 21.9 31.1 289.29 

1991- 2001 13.0 25.7 18.5 24.86 

2001- 11 16.0 15.7 15.6 24.50 

 

Figure 5. 1: Population in Greater Imphal, Imphal Municipal Corporation and Non-Municipal Area 

 

Source: Census of India, 1991, 2001 and 2011 
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5.3 Population Density 

According to Census 2011, the gross population density for Greater Imphal is worked out to be 35 

persons per hectare. Sub zones A3, A4, A5, A6, A7, A11 and E1 have population densitiesmore than 150 

persons per hectare as per 2011 population (Table 5.6). The medium and low-density pattern of 

population in various wards and villages of the Greater Imphal reveals that residential houses are 

scattered. There are vast land patches that are unsuitable for residential settlements due to the 

undulating nature of the soil, presence of natural barriers like ponds, tanks, canals, hills etc. Table 5.4 

and Figure 5.2 tabulates the population densities for Imphal Municipal Corporation, Non- municipal 

area and Greater Imphal Planning area for 1991, 2001, 2011. 

Table 5. 4: Population Density Greater Imphal Planning Area 

 Area 1991(in pph) 2001 (in pph) 2011 (in pph) 

Imphal Municipal Corporation 62 70 81 

Non-Municipal Area 14 17 20 

Greater Imphal Planning Area  25 30 35 

Source: Census of India, 1991, 2001 and 2011 

(Note – The status ‘Imphal Municipal Council’ has changed to ‘Imphal Municipal Corporation’ in the year 2014) 

Figure 5. 2: Population Density in Greater Imphal Planning Area 

 

Source: Census of India, 1991, 2001 and 2011 
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Maps 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3 show the population densities within the Greater Imphal planning area (sub- zone 

wise) over the years 1991, 2001 and 2011.  It reveals that the core area (Imphal municipal corporation 

area) has a density of more than 90 pph whereas in the peripheral areas it is as low as 10 persons per 

hectare. It is observed that the density is increased in sub zones of Zone D and E. 

Note:  
The data used for the preparation of maps 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3 is attached in annexure 5.2 
The ward and village wise population density is attached in Annexure 5.3 and 5.4. 
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Map 5. 1: Population Density in Greater Imphal Planning Area (1991) 

 

Source: Census of India, 1991 

GIS Based Master Plan for Greater Imphal (2023 – 43) (AMRUT) 
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Map 5. 2: Population Density in Greater Imphal Planning Area (2001) 

 

Source:  Census of India, 2001 

GIS Based Master Plan for Greater Imphal (2023 – 43) (AMRUT) 
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